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Coaxed Into Strange Box to

Meet Death

ONCE WITH THE CIRCUS

Keepers Hated the Task of Killing

of the Powerful

Beast

Bon the big B isl and Ono of
the fl animals at the National
Zoological Park was chloroformed
terday morning Old age was the

for demise of this great
animal Despite his twentyfive years
he wa almost a vigorous a few mo
ments before his annihilation as ho was
on the day he was first housed in the
Zoo in ISM

Ben died as he lived growling
and snapping at everything within

possible reach Ho had been an ugly
boast all hie life and during his youth
gave the keepers an unlimited amount
of trouble For years he was the star
attraction in the menagerie of the fa
mous Forepaugh shows When the cir-
rus met with financial difficulties in the
early 90s and the equipment was taken
over by the Barnum organization Ben
was left out in the cold Barnums cir-
cus had all the they cared to ex
hibit The manse contended that
they were just a fine specimens as Ben
and they wOre not nearly so
ugly not even the most ferocious ones

For Years at Zoo

So this fine anliw1 came to the local
Zoo and for years he has Ute
animal that visitors have never failed
to admire During the last few years he
calmed down a good deal On several
occasions lately be is said to have shown
signs of friendliness

The chloroforming procedure yesterday
morning was in the nature of a star
chamber session and only the elect

this ruler of the jungle as he
breathed his last

A large wooden box had been made
to slide up to the door of the cage At
10 oclock the doors of the big animal
house were locked and the box almost
air tight was slid up to the door of
the cage An Iron tube was put
through the side and stuffed with cot
ton The tube was so arranged that
the chloroform could poured in from
the outside and the fumes b confined
to the interior

Coaxed With Scraps
Head Keeper Blackburn and one of

his assistants stationed themselves on
either side of the opening In the cage
and when the big door was swung open
it was made clear to Ben that he was
expected to dispossess himself from
the cage Ben however seemed per
fettly well satisfied with his present
abode and it became evident that

measures would have to be re-
sorted to Coaxing without avail
He only growled and looked at the big
box in a manner that clearly indicated
he was tar from pleased Scraps and
other utensils Incident to an animal
building were put into use apd after-
a few minutes the beast was finally
lodged in his death box

Tire slide was dropped and the big
tiger had seen his last ray of sunshine
It was a hard task for the keepers to
put Old Ben out It had been con
templated for some time but on one
pretext or another the ordeal has been
postponed Ben was failing fast

and was suffering from dyspepsia
There was a tear or two in some of
the keepr eyes when the chloroform
was poured into the tube He had been
an ugly beast at times but men who
spend their lives with animals learn to
love them and hate to see them die

Died Hard

It took Just an hour and half before
Ben was pronounced dead Dr Butler
of the Agricultural Department was
present and performed the autopsy In
the animals right shoulder a bullet was
found He had evidently been wounded
by some hunter of big game before his
capture for exhibition purposes It was
also found that one of his lungs was
diseased and his condition was such
that pneumonia might have developed-
at any time had he caught a severe cold

He measured 9 feet 8 nches from tip
to tip His weight war only 275 pounds
but this was because of poor health and
old age Ben ordinarily would have be-
longed to what the keepers term the

400pound class It is more than like-
ly however that in his prime he ap
proached the 500pound mark

Credit for All Washington I

Lace Curtains

and Portieresi-
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Bigelow ScandalMonger
Says Chairman Shonis

Head of Canal Commission Scores Critic in
Cincinnati and Demands Investigation-

as Right of Himself and Colleagues

Demand Investigation as Their ght
Speaking for the members of the commission as well as for my

Bolf I wish to Lsy With all possible emphasis that we not only invite
investigation of our ants but ask for it as a right If we are doing
our work honoatly and efficiently our hands should be upheld if it
is shown that we are doing it inefficiently we should be removod
and if we are doing it dishonestly we should be exposed convicted
and sent to prison Neither knaves nor incompetents should be per
mitted to have charge df a task of such magnitude But while we
court the fullest investigation we earnestly a In that it bo made by
persons of character and standing either in public or private life
whose recognized intelligence and fairmindedness are such as to com
mand public confidence and that it be made upon the ground Chair
man Shonts of Canal Commission to Cincinnati Commercial Club
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CINCINNATI Jan Theodore P
Shonts chairman of the Isthmian Ca
nal Commission made a stirring ue-

finse of the work of that body on tiio
Panama Canal tonight before the
Commer al Club of this city In tae
course of his address he castigated
Poultney Bigelow in no uncertain terms
without using names calling the writer-
a scandalmonger sarcastically refer
ring to the length of time Mr Bigelow
was on the isthmus and ending the ref
erence by saying that he would not
waste time on his critic as Mr Taft
had annihilated Mr Blgelow

Mr Shonts also demanded for the
commission an immediate Investigation-
of canal affairs as a right or that body
and necessary to prevent demoralization
of the force on the Isthmus

Mr Shonts said in part
Gentlemen we are treating this task

as a great business enterprise and are
seeking to accomplish it by the applica-
tion of strict business methods paying
no need to politics or political pulls
Our sole aim and purpose is to give the
American people the full worth of every
dollar they put into the work and to
hand over the work completed to them
at the earliest possible day

So long as we continue in control of
the job it wilt be managed on these
principles and on these alone When it
becomes apparent that we will not be
permitted to bujld the canal in that way
we will step aside and let somebody else
take it in hand

ScandalMongers
Mr Shonts then spoke of the publica

tion of articles sewing conditions on the
isthmus were abominable and declared
Investigation had disproved every charge
The writers were scandalmongers he
saidA notable specimen of this scan
dalmone rlng literature he continued

was laid before the country a few days
ago from the nen of a man who had

ales on the isthmus The ten
are important for a person of such

powers of observation and
production can collect an enormous
amount of material in that time

He landed at Colon on November 30
at 10 a m and sailed away on the same
steamer at 210 p m on December 1 In
those twentyeight hours and ten min
utes he accumulated a fund of exact
knowledge sufficient to enable him to
draw a general and sweeping indictment
of the President Secretary Taft the
Canal Commision Governor Magoon
Chief Engineer Stevens Colonel Gorgas
and everything that has been done on
the isthmus since the American Gov
ornment came into possession of the ca-
nal zone

He has been not merely answered
but annihilated by Secretary Taft and-
I shall waste no time with him Ono
point only will I mention as an illustra
tion of his miraculous powers of obser
vation He said that during a recent
rain the volume of water was so great
in the sewers of Panama that it

the sewage up into cellars and ruined
many houses There is not a cellar in
Panama and never has been

Mr Shonts then declared that the
commission asked for an investigation
as the right of the commission saying
that if the members wore found to be
acting properly they should be upheld
Jf they wore incompetent they should
be dismissed and if criminal sent to
prison

We ask further that the investi-
gation be made promptly he said
and ended as soon as it can be and

have its work done thoroughly This

TIMES

Want Ads

Bring Results

Take
Your Share

Whats get it
Thats exactly what most suc
cessful men haye thought early
in life but they have all
out that they are pretty sure to
get what they deserve it they
ask and work for jt and they
are equally as sure not to get it
if they dont work and ask for
it If you want anything ask
for it through the nt columns
of The Times These columns
are read by the people who can
satisfy your wants

I charge regular office
rates for Times Want Ads

if its convenient for
you leave em here

CHARLES H BLUMER
North Capitol and
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absolutely necessary if w to
maintain any degree of efficiency in theorganization and to retain good

the service
Employes Unfairly Treated

protest in the tame of American
play against the dissemination in

the United States of libels and slanders
upon the efficiency and character of
faithful workers on the Isthmus whoby reason of their absence from their
own country cannot defend themselves
from such assaults

Many of them weit to the isthmus
before it was made a healthful place
in which to work and in doing so faced
death from disease M the soldier faces
it from the bullet on the field of battlelacy saw many of their comrades die
from disease but they themselves
either it entirely or recovered
from its attack A more loyal faithful efficient body of men than
servants of the United States on theIsthmus Is not to be found anywhere
on earth Their devotion to the inter-
ests of their country entitles them to
the gratitude of their fellowcitizenand should protect them from the cow-
ardly attacks of that most despicable
of all assailants the man who stabsin the back

Believes in Canal
Gentlemen I believe In the easel

believe that it can be built in a reason-
able time and believe that when
through American generosity and under
American control it shall be thrown
open to the commerce of the world

be hailed and will prove to he a
priceless to all mankind It will
justify the faith of the American peo-
ple in its TviaGom and worldwide
beneficence and will Justify also the
expenditure of millions of American
money for its construction When it
shall be opened for traffic the position
of this nation In relation to the trade
fond commerce of the world will be a
most favorable one

New and larger trade relations will
Join the Atlantic seaboard and the Pa
cific coast more closely than even the
transcontinental railways have accom-
plished and will tend to unify m Inter
est and sentiment all the Americas With
the canal open there will be no Atlantic
and no Pacific fleet either in the navy
or In the merchant marine but an Amer-
ican fleet

SIGNOR DANNUNZIO

CANT GET A DIVORCE

TURIN Jan 20 Signer dAnnuazio
may bo obligee o become an American
citizen if he persists in trying to se-
cure a divorce from his wife who was
the Duchess do Gallooo

The federal council of Switzerland
before whom the noted Italian had flied
application has refused to grant the
opplication and he cannot get a divorce
in any Catholic country In Europe
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FIRST AND LAST TO

CONTINUE BUSINESS

l

Strong Fight Against
Hugh Hartens Saloon

Unsuccessful

a drink with me pardner Its
the last chance

Behind this simple invitation to
drInk long a familiar expression to
the residents of Brlghtwood avenuf
bordering Battle Ground Cemetery and
to the farmers of Montgomery county
Md just beyond the District line lies
the real meaning of a determined
though unsuccessful fight against the
saloon of Hugh Hunan or ns it its

known to its patrons The first and
last chance

That the big petition against the
Harten place failed and that the Excise
Board in its wisdom has seen fit to
grant a license for this saloon to do
business until end of the next li-
cense year October 81 is not the fault
of nearly 20 earnest and resi
dents of that low my nor the Anti
Saloon League Attorney Shoemaker
and his colleagues a determinedApt and failed

fight to end the Marten saloon
had its inception in the farmers of

I county Their complaints
against this place have been loud and
long As long as it remained at that
point they claimed it stood as a men-
ace to the farmers who provided pro-
duce for the markets of this city Their
hired men they said could not de-
pended on to perform their work When
the crow of the barnyard fowl awaken-
ed living creatures there was no hired
man to appear when stock was to
be milked and fed the horses watered
and curried and the chores to be done
no hired man was there to answer the
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Will BeEosts During Wash-
ington Show

PROGRAM IS OUTLINED

Many Firms Ask for Space in Exhi-
bition Hall for Show Opening

February 5

The Automobile Club of Washington
will bold open house in their Quarters
at the Colonial Hotel during the week
of the automobile show la Washington
which will open on Monday evening
February 5

At the smoker of the club
held last night a program for enter-
taining visiting autolsts was completed
It it now planned to have a portion of
the a rotary set aside for the special use
of th members and
and n other arrangements ireformulated for keeping the visi-
tors during the show week The
directors of the club will appoint during
this week an entertainment committee
from its list of members

Members Jubilant
This plan of action has made the

of the club jubilant Tho question-
of whether or to what extent the club
should participate in the exhibition
was one not definitely settled in the
minds of all the members The new-
ness of the organization made some of
the conservative autolsts rather retic-
ent In going ahead with plans until th

of every member had been
ascertained As It now stands the club
will work as a unit and devote every
effort to playing the of host

Announcement in a general way was
made at last nights gathering of the

CLUB WILL

KEEP OPEN HOUSE
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THE LAST CHANCE

call rf tho employers voice H was
always to be found the farmers

lounging over the bar at The
first and last chance

When farm produce was to be deliv
ered to the local markets the hired
man was not to be depended on to land
it there Both on the trip in and the
Journey home he would bo enticod to
stop at this saloon Once there the
home coming was doubtful and then
the hired man was always worse for
wear This condition tho farmers

had become unbearable and they
appealed in one mightyvoiced petition
against the reissuance of Hartens li-

cense
But the Excise Board heard the

read the petition signed by
nearly 299 wellknown names and then
decided that Hartens place should live
Their decision allows no appeal andthe saloon on avenue with
the Battle Ground Cemetery and

Flora Club near neighbors
bearing the notorious cognomen The

t last chance will do business
for at least another license year
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plans in progress for the erection of a
temporary club home for the local
autotets Drawings from the architect
have been approved and accepted The
clubhouse it is said will be built on
ground adjacent to the Villa Flora on
Brightwood road The plans accepted
call for a large clubhouse built in thecolonial at an approximate cost
of 2ftf

Plans for New Clubhouse
The location of the clubhouse is

claimed to ideal and within easy
acoeas to the city The members con-
sider themselves fortunate in getting
a permanent home in such short notice
Mr Duvall president of the club

hopes that the club
will profit now as the clubs last

hope has been almost realized The
smokers which are held every Satur
day night have proved to be a source
of much enjoyment to local autoists as
at these gatherings auto talk is theonly oratorical adjunct permitted

Favorable Report
At last nights meeting show talk

was the principal topic of conversation-
B C Washington one of the clubs
members who is also muoh interested
in the success of the coming show was
the center of a large group He outlined
to the club members the success he-
iad met with in arranging for the ex
hibition firms he said
had asked for space allotments and
from present Indications concerning theprogram of exhibition entertainment
and other details the outlook for a really
good show was very bright

As a feature this there will be
included in the exhibition motor boatsand canoes This was planned last year
but the plans failed to materialize Thisyear assures the members thattheir curiosity to see one of thesemotcrdrlven boats will be satisfied

MRS GILLENWATER

STILL DANGEROUSLY ILL

Mrs H A Gillenwater who was
stricken with paralysis while reciting a
battle poem before the Confederate
Veterans Association at their han on

condition at a late hour last night It
was stated at her home 1609 S street
northwest that her condition had re
mained practically unchanged but hopes
for her recovery are entertained by
members of the family
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We Sincerely Believe What The

Sold by us right here in Washington is superior in construction and in the artistic merit of its mu
ical performance to any other piano player on the market

We are so confident of this fact and of our ability to demonstrate the truth of it to your com-
plete satisfaction that we give you herewith a list of the other players handled in this city and the
addresses of the dealers in whose warerooms they may be seen and

The Pianola By Sanders Stayman 1327 F
The Angelus Wm Knabe Co 1218 F
The Apollo By The F Q Smith Co 1225 Pa Ave v

The Hardman O J De Moll Q Street
The Simplex D O Pfeiffer 1328 F Street

We ask you to go and see any or all of these players ask the salesman to show you all the
points of merit ask him to show you just how to produce the various effects and then sit down and

see the CECILIAN and note the points of merit which none of our competi
tors are able to show let us show you how to operate the instrument to the best advantage
then try it yourself see how easy it is and how perfectly it responds to the will of the performer

entire liberty for indiviJual expression and ALL THIS WITHOUT ANY FATIGUING
on your part or the use of cumbrous and confusing levers

We ask you to do this that you may judge for yourself to which is the best piano player
We offer the CECILIAN sale strictly on its merits and we believe that this is most

satisfactory way to convince you that the most artistic player of them all is sold right here in our
own warerooms

You are cordially invited to visit our Cecilian Parlors at any time
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925 Pennsylvania Avenue N W

Eo DROOP SONS CO
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Palais Royal
A LISNER

Tens of thouands of new 1906 Undergarments were distributed

last week The lots in greatest demand are badly broken0 and

are to be disposed of quickly as follows

fii

Some worth 325

In the stock are

late visitors
must not expect to
find them

The Palais Royal
A LISNER G STREET

The

To be 119

I

188

Skirts Gowns etc
Early visitors ill pick
out the most expen-
sive

To be 73c
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